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Thi aboyb Terms will bk stbictlt ad--

axBSD to. v.
. Jon Wobk of every description neatly exe-

cuted with promptness, on the most favorable
terms. . Orders solicited.
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PKOlt'JUJSSIOJT-A-

. . GEORGE MILLER,
s

Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and Solicitor in
Cbsncery. Will give strict attention to all busi-as-s

entrusted to his care.

M. PORTER, M. D.
f PHYSICIAN & SURGEON.
Office at Alward's Book t Store, ' Denison Block,

Front Street. Residence first door below the
Methodist Church. Commercial St., Dowagiac,

f Micb.

TV. E. CLARKE, M. D.
Phvsician A Soryeon. Office at his residence, on
- Division Street, directly north of the Methodist
. Church, Dowagiac, Mich.

i.i W. II. CAMPBELL,
Jfotary Public. vVill attend to all kinds of Con-

veyancing Republican Office. Dowagiac. Mich.

!! . .: : JUSTUS GAGE, J...
5otarv Fnblic and general Agent for the exchange

and transfer of V illaire Lts, and sale of real
'

Estate. Azent for the Manhattan and Irving
Insurance Companies, of New York, Office with

. . James Sullivan, front room, second floor, Jones'
Brick Block.

. CLARKE & SPENCER,
Attorneys and Counsellors at Law, and Solicitors

in Chancery. Office in O. C. Jones A-- Co.'s
- Block, Dowasjiac, Michigan. : Especial attention

given to collections throughout the
B. Clarkb. Jambs M. Spb.vcbb.

D. II. WAGXEIt,
Justice of the Peace and Collecting Agent, Dowag-- .

iac, Mich, Office on Front Street.

JAMES SULLIVAN,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and Solicitor in
; Chancery, Dowagiac, Mich. Office on Front

Street
COOLIDGE & PLIMPTON, '

Attorneys and Counsellors at Law, Niles, Mich.
V Office over R, T. Twombley's Ftore. , '
., H. Q. Cooliogb. '

, . . E. M. Plimptos.

CLIFFORD SHANAHAN, . '

Attorney and Counsellor at Law, and Solicitor ia
, Chancery, Cassapolis, Cass county, Mich. -

' CHARLES W. CLISBEE,
Attorney and Counsellor at Law, Solicitor in

Chancery, and Notary Public,, Casfsopolis, Cass
Co., Mich. Collections made, and the proceeds
promptly remitted.

MERCHANTS.
TUTIIILL fc STURGIS,

Dealers ra Drv Goods, Groceries; Boots and Shoes,
Bats and Caps, Clothing, Crockery, Ac, Ac
Dowagiac, Micb.

Crans Tcthill. - - Wm. R. Stubgis.

( S. D. BARRETT,
"Watchmaker and. Engraver,

Dowairiae, Mich. Particular attention paid to all
kinds of Watch, Clock and Jewelry repairing,
and Letter Engraving of every style.

5. B. All work warranted.

GEORGE SMITH,
Tailor. Shop over BrowneU's Hardware Store.

Cuttins and Making done to order, and warran-
ted to fit l

A. N. ALWARD,
General Dealer in Books. Stationery, Periodicals,

Wall Paper, Window Shades, Wrapping Paper,
Pocket Cutlery, Ac Dennison Block, Dowagiac,
Mich.

G. C. JONES & CO.,
Dealers in Drv Goods, Groceries, Boots and Shoes.

Crockerr. Glassware, Hats and Caps. Front
Street. Dowagiac, Mich.

F. G. LARZELERE,
Dealer in Drr Goods. Groceries. Boots and Shoes.
. Crockerr. Hats and Caps. Glassware. Paints and

Oils, Hardware, Ac, Ac. Front Street, Dowag
iac, Mica.

Mammoth Stobb

II. B. DENMAN,
Banking and Exchange Office. Dowagiac. Mich.

Buy and sell Exchange, Gold, Bank Notes, and
Land Warrants. Par interest on School and
Swamp Lands, and Taxes in all parts of the

DOWAGIAC NURSERY.
SEELEY A COLE, having established themselves

iv the Nursery Business in this village, will h

to order Fruit and Ornamental Trees, Law-to-

Blackberries, Cherry Currants, Grape Vines,
; Everirreens, and every variety of Shrubbery.

tif Office with Dr. Clarke, on Commerce-s- t,

- ; seound building from the Post Office.
. .. T. P. SEELEY, M. D.

- . WM. P. COLE.

. i
p. d. BECKwrrn,

Machinist and Engineer. Foundry and Machine
r - Shop at the foot of Front street, near the rail-i- i'

road bridge, Dowaijiac. Mich. .

DoT7agiac Union School.
SCHOOL is now well esUblished, gradedTHIS classified on the plan of the best Schools

of this State, and under the supervision of T. N.
WE LIA will give perfect satisfaction to its patrons.

The School vear will be divided into three terms.
.The SUMMER TERM of weeks, will com-
mence on MONDAY, Aran, lrt, 1360.

Terms ol Tuition Foreign Scholars.
Primary, . . . '2.oo. Senior, - - $3.00.
Junior, . - . . 2.50. Academic, - 3.50.

' ' Languages. $5.00.
' J. H. SMITH, "Director.

Dowagiac. Dec. 15th. 1858. dec23-35- vl

UNION HOTEL.
M. J. BALDWIN, PROPRIETOR,

CASdAPOLlS, - - - - - - MICHIGAN
jg8T Good accommodations for man and beast
t7 Board by the day and week.-- -

JJxtiir X C- -
X England, Ireland, France, and all part ofO Germany, for ff
nnea-8- s Dowagiac, Micb

SPEECH OF
HOW. K S. BHIGHAH,

OF MICHIGAN, ,

On Senator Davit' Resolutions.
Delivered la the U. S. Senate, Friday,
i . , May 25th, I860. ......

Mr. Bingham. The resolntions un-
der discussion were presented by the
honorable Senator from Mississippi,
(Mr. Davis,) one of the most distin-
guished and worthy leaders of tne
Democratic party. It 'is understood
that they have been adopted by a larje
majority of ; Democratic Senators in
caucus ; and although they have not
been formally. voted upon by the Sen-
ate, yet I thiuk.it fair to presume that
they express the opinions and embody
the creed,not only of the majority of this
honorable body but of the dominant par
ty in the Country. The honorable Sen-
ator from South Carolina (Mr. Chest-
nut,) in his discussion of them, says
that they "are just, and therefore wis'e.
In regard to the subjects of which they
treat, they announce . the true doctrine
of the Constitution. Among other
things they denounce two capital polit-
ical heresies :" that which claims sover-
eign power for the Government un-
limited power over this subject, and
that which claims sovereign power for
the inhabitants of a Territory." The
fourth and fifih resolutions are in the
following words : ;

4. Resolved, That neither Congress
nor a Tentorial Legislature, whether
by direct legislation or legislation of an
indirect and unfriendly nature, possess
the power to annual or impair the con-
stitutional right of any citizen of the
United estates to take his slave proper-
ty into the common Territories; but it
is the duty ot the federal Government
there to afford for that, as for other
species of property, the. needful pro-
tection; and if experience should at
any time prove that the judiciary does
not possess power to insure adequate
protection, it will then become the duty
of Congress to supply such deficiency.

.tier T riM..... t io. jtejsciueu, j. nab me lnnaoiraut or
ar organized Territory of the United
States, when they rightfully form a
constitution to be admitted as a State
into the Union, may then, for the first
time, like the people of a State, when
forming anew constitution, decide for
themselves whether slavery as a d mes- -

tic institution, shall be maintained or
prohibited' within their jurisdiction;
Congress shall admit them as a State,
they shall be received into the Union
with or without slavery, as their con
stitution may prescribe at the time of
their admission. '

The party now known as the Demo-
cratic party has been a distinct organ-
ization more than sixty years, and is
almost coeval with the foundation of
the Government. Looking for its pa-
ternity to the author of the Declaration
of Independence, the immortal Jefler-so- n,

the Democratic party has ever
claimed to be the advocate of the larg-
est liberty ; !of the greatest good to the
greatest number ; of equal rights and
privileges; of a strict construction of
the Constitution; and in favor of State
rights, in opposition to the powers
claimed for the. Federal. Government
by the Federal party. The Democrat-
ic party has professed opposition to all
monopolies all exclusive, privileges;
and two of its great leaders, Jefferson
and Jackson, took open and strong
ground against the political decisions
of the Supreme Court, which were de-
signed to control the legislation of Con
gress or to affect the judgment or con-
science of its individual members ; but
never, previous to the year 1846, did
the Democratic party, or . any of its
leaders, deny, the power of Congress
to legislate exclusively for the Territo-
ries, and especially to prohibit the in-

troduction of slavery therein.
Immediately after the close of the

revolutionary war,' Mr. Jefferson an-

nounced the great principles of civil
policy which were to lie atthe founda-
tion of the new States, to be formed
out of what was then the only Terri-
tory they possessed ; and in 1787, they
were formally adopted by Congress
in the promulgation of the ordinance
which prohibited the introduction of
slavery therein. Every, new set-
tler, as he crossed the border of that
great Territory, to establish for himself
and his children a home, had the sol
emn assurance of the Government that
free labor was never to. be degraded
bv its contact with slavery upon that
soil, and that free men could only live
there.

I shall undertake to show, Mr. Pres-
ident that this benign policy, the salu
tary effects of which will be acknowl-
edged as long as we respect the virtues
ot our ancestors, was the policy ot the
Government under the new Constitu
tion, and especially of the. party first
kiiowu as me Kepu oilcan, ana aiier-ward- s

as the Democratic party; and
that the Republican nartv of to-da- y

only desires to carry out the principles
wincn were aaopteft by Kepnblican par
ty ot 1800, ana by the enforcement
of which the present flourishing States
of Ohio, Indiana, .IllirmK Mich
igan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minneso
ta have sprung up. One of the first
acts under the new Constitution, voted
for by many of the men who had come
fresh" from . the Convention which
framed that instrument, was approved,
on the 7th of August. 1789, by Gene
ral Washington; and the preamble is
in these words,

"Whpreas. in order that the brdi- -

nance of the United States, in Congress
assembled, for the government of the
Territory North west of the river Ohio,

'may continue to have full enact, u is

requisite that certain provisions should
he made, so as to adapt the same to the
present , Constitution . . of the United
States." '

Here is a complete recognition of the
power of Congress to legislate for the
Territories, and to exclude . slavery
therefrom; for this act and

the provisions of that or
dinance. In pursuance of the lwilicv
marked out by the ordinance to which
I have referred, Congress, from time to
time, in the organization of territorial
governments, applied the same restric-
tion of slavery, by direct legislative
enactment; and so unquestioned was
the complete power of Congress over
the subject, that in 1802,' President
Jefferson approved the anaMing act
authorizing the people of Ohio to form
a State government, whu-- h contained
a proviso that the Constitution should
not be repugnant to the ordinance of
1787. Mr. Madison approved a similar
act, in relation to Indiana in 1816, and
Mr. Monroe one relating to Illinois in
1818. Acts were passed during the
administration of every Democratic
President ' down to, and including
James K. Polk, when the Territory of
Oregon" was organized,' with the same
prohibition, that there should be "neith-
er slavery nor involuntary servitude in
said Territory, otherwise than in the
punishment of crime, whereof the par-
ty nhall have been duly convicted."
During all this period, Congress not
only "exercised the power unquestioned,
of prohibiting the existence of slavery
in the Territories, and ot requiring the
State Constitutions to conform to the
provisions of the ordinanne, but it ex-

ercised the power of regulating slave-
ry in the South-wester- n Territories..

Under the. provisions of the Consti-
tution Congress could not restrain the
foreign slave trade until the year 1818,
and that infamous traffic was regarded
as legitimate commerce. And yet, in
1794, Congress discriminated against
this species of property, and prohibit
ed the carrying of slaves to any foreign
country, and utterly condemned slaves
and slavery as an article of Commerce.
In 1798, ten years netore Congress had
authority to prohibit the importation of
African slaves into the States,-i- n the
act for the Government of the. Missis
sippi Territory, the seventeenth section
maks it unlawful to bring slaves into
the Mississippi Territory from anyplace
without the united States; imposes a
fine of $300 for every slave thus brought
into the Territory in violation of the
net, and gives to every slave thus
brought in, his or her freedom. 1 lie
doctrine of had not
been invented at that , time, and the
Congress of that day was not hindered
bv constitutional scruples from exer
cising the sovereign power of prohibit-
ing the African slave trade in the Terri-
tories ten years before they were au-

thorized to make the same prohibition
in the States.

In 1804, when the Louisiana Territo
ry was organized, similar provisions
was enacted prohibiting the introduc
tion of slaves into the Territory from
any place without the United States,

..t 1 !wun an aouiuonai provision
the introduction of any slaves from the
States, that had been imported since
1798, exercising unquestioned, express
authority to prohibit and. regulate
slavery, and all other matters, in the
Territories. These acts were approved
by Jefferson authority . which the
Democratic party has never had the
hardihood to dispute. Congress after
wards, m the year 1836, repealed and
nullified the territorial acts of Florida,
incorporating certain batiks and insur-
ance companies," and this act received
the sanction of General Jackson. Con
gress also, in several instances, legislat
ed in relation to slavery in Florida."

In the vear 1800, a petition from
Mississippi Territory was sent into
Congress praying for permission to
take slaves into the Territory. This
petition was introduced into the Tlonse
of Representatives. The Ilouse parsed
a bill entitled, "An act to permit, in
certain cases, the bringing of slaves
into the Mississippi Territory." .

This territory was at the Southern
extremity of the United States, and
altogether surrounded by an old slave-holdin- g

population. The bill passed
the House without a division. It was
sent to the Senate, where Thomas Jef
ferson presided, by being Vice-Pres- i

dent, where it was rejected by a vote
of 14 to 5.

From this statement it will be seen,
Mr. President, that for a long period
in the history of the Government, and
of the Democratic party under its most
distinguished leaders, the power of the
Government over its Territories, in all
respects, was 'unquestioned ; and that
the wise' arid' statesmanlike policy of
restricting and regulating slavery was
invariably pursued. ,

'. But ''then 'arose a' new king which
knew not Joseph." The precept and
examples of Jefferson were discarded.
An influence appeared in the Southern
States which sought to change the set-

tled policy of the Government, and to
establish and perpetuate the institution
of slavery. This influence I shall de-

nominate the slave power. Perhaps
its first attempt to control the Demo
cratic party .was in the' nomination of
President in 1844. Having acquireu
a large additional strength by the ad-

mission of the States of Louisiana,
Missouri, Arkansas and Florida, from
territory acquired by treaty and pur-
chase, this same power undertook, very
adroitly, to precipitate the question of
wie annexation ot l exas into tne pres-
idential canvass of that year, and to
commit the Democratic party to that
measure. Mr. Van Buren was a prom-
inent candidate for nomination at the

Baltimore Convention of that jear;
and it was known that during his
Presidency he had rejected proposals
for the annexation of lexas while Mex-
ico refused to acknowledge her inde-
pendence and hostilities existed be-

tween those two Republics. As a pre-
text for defeating his nomination, a
letter was thereupon addressed to Mr.
Van Buren, inquiring whether he fa-

vored the present annexation of Tex-
as. He replied in manly and states-
manlike terms, that although he did
desire the annexation of Texas he
could never consent to the measure at
the expense of involving ns in a war
with our sister Republic of Mexico, be-

tween whom and this Government
there existed a treaty of peace and
friendship. The publication of this
letter produced the desired effect; and
amidst great excitement the nomina-
tion of Mr. Van Buren was defeated,
and James K. Polk became the candi-
date of the party. This was an open
and signal triumph of the slave power,
and resolutions were passed, in favor
of the immediate annexation of Texas.

The discipline of the Demacratic par-
ty was at that" time rigid and exact,
but now and then a brave and honest
man, like my friend from New Hamp-
shire, who sits near me, (Mrv Hale) re-

fused submission to its dictation, and
openly opposed the annexation of Tex-
as. There was danger of a general
outbreak in the party, and something
mnst'be done to allay their fears. At
this conjuncture, Mr. James Buchanan,
then a Senator of the United States,
and then, and ever since, the willing
and supple instrument of the slave
power, in a spe'etdrupofTTthe treaty of
annexation, which was then pending
in the Senate, deliberately and plausi-
bly undertook to convince the Democ
racy of the free States that the annex
ation of Texas, so far from being the
means of perpetuating slavery, or of
strengthening its influence, would, un-

der Providence, be the mcams of re-
lieving the Northern slave States of
that terrible incubus upon their pros-
perity. I propose to read some ex
tracts from that notable speech, whichj
was delivered on the 4th of June, 1844.
iIjBuehanaii said

"In arriving at the conclusion to sup-
port this treaty, I had to encounter but
one serious obsta le,'aud this. was the
question ot slavery. Whilst I ever
have maintained, and ever shall main-
tain, the constitutional rights of the
Southern States over their slave prop-
erty, I yet feel a strong repugnance,
by any act of mine, to extend the pres-
ent limits of the Union over a new
slaveholding Territory. After mature
reflection, however, I overcame these
seruples, and now believe the acquisi-
tion of Texas will be the means of lim-
iting, not enlarging, the dominion of
slavery. There is nothing rash in the
counsels of the Almighty. May not,
then, the acquisition of Texas be the
means of gradually drawing the slaves
far to the South, to a climate more con-
genial to their nature ; and may they
not finally pass off into Mexico, and
there mingle with a race where no pre
judice exists against their color? That
the acquisition of Texas would, ere
long, convert Maryland, Virginia, Ken-
tucky, Missouri, and probably others of
the more Northern slave-State- s into
free States, I entertain not a doubt.
From the very best information, it is
no longer profitable to raiso wheat, rye
and corn by slave labor. Where these
articles are the only staple of agri-
culture, in the pointfd and expres-
sive language of Mr. Randolph. 'If
the slave does not run away from his
master, the master must run away from
the slaves."

This was Mr. Buchanan declaration.
Mr. Robert J. Walker, then a Senator
from Mississippi, in a public letter, ex-
tensively circulated at the North, said :

"The question is asked, is slavery
never to disappear from the Union?
This is a starling and momentous ques-
tion, but the answer is easy, and the
proof is clear. It will certainly disap
pear, xj Texas s to tne
Union."

; Mr. President, it may seem harsh for
me to; charge that these statements
were fraudulently made, with the in-

tent to imosa upon and deceive the
Northern Democracy.' That thousands
upon thousands of them, myself among
the nnmler, were misled and betrayed
by assurances from such high authority,
into the support of the measures for
the annexation of Texas, there can be
no doubt; and I- should like to have
some one explain to me how they could
have been truthfully and honestly made
when the very treaty for the annexa-
tion of Texas, with all the correspon-
dence, was at that time before the Sen-

ate, ami the occasion of the speech of
Mr. Buchanan from which I have quo-
ted. The negotiation of the treaty
was placed solely upon the ground that
Great Britain was about to exert her
influence to procure the abolition of
slavery in Texas. All the schemes of
the slave power, in carrying slaves into
Texes against the Mexican law and en-

couraging the revolt against Mexico,
were about to be thwarted. Mr. Bu-
chanan and Mr. Walker and the Sen-

ate, knew very well that it was only
because slavery was endangered in
Texas that the treaty was concluded in
such hot haste.

I shall take the liberty of reading
such extracts from the correspondence
as will prove the truth of my asser-
tions. ' ...

Mr. Murphy was the charge from
this Government to Texas; and, in a
letter addressed to him by Mr. Upshur
Secretary of State, dated Washington,
August 8, 1 843, he aid

"Sib: A private letter from a citi

CO

zen of Maryland, then in London, con
tains the following passage :

"I learn from a Source entitled to the
fullest confidence, that there is now
here a Mr. Andrews, deputed by the
auouiinuiu i ims to negotiate wun
the British Government ; that he had
seen .Lord Aberdeen, and submitted
his project for the abolition of slavery
in Texas; which is, that there shall be
organized, a company in England, who
shall advance a sum sufficient: to pay
for the slaves now in Texas, and re-
ceive in payment Texas lands; that
the sum thus advanced shall be paid
over as an indemnity for the abolition
of slavery ; and I am authorized by the
Texas minister to say t you, that Lord
Aberdeen has agreed that the British
Government will guaranty the payment
ff the interest on this loan, upon con-
dition that the Texas Government will
abolish slavery.
s ."The writer professes to feel entire
confidence n the accuracy of the in-- ;

formation. He is a man of great intel
ligence, and well Versed in public af-
fairs. , HeneeI Jiave every reason to
confide in the correctness of his con-
clusions. '' ' ' ''

"A movement of this sort cannot be
contemplated by us in silence. Such
.in attempt upon any neighboring
country wonld' necessarily-b- viewed
by this Government with very deep
concern ; out when it is made upon a
nati n whose territories join the slave-holdin- g

States of our Union, it awak-
ens a still more solemn interest. It
cannot be permitted to succeed without
the most strenuous efforts on our part
to arrest a calamity so serious to every
part of our country.

" But there is another view of this
subject still more important to us, and
scarcely less important' to Texas her-
self. The establishment, in the very
midst of the slaveholding States, of an
independent Government, forbidding
the existence of slavery, and by a peo-
ple born for the part among us, reared
up in our habits, and speaking our lan-

guage, could i not fail to produce the
most "unhappy effects upon both par-
ties. If Texas were in that condition,
her territory , would afford a ready ref
uge for the fugitive slaves of Louisana
and Arkansas, and would hold out to
them an encouragment to run awav.
which no municipal regulations of
those States could possibly counter-- 1

act." : . .......
In another dispatch, dated January

16th, 1845, he says:
" But this is not all. If Texas should

refuse to come into our Unin, meas-
ures will instantly be taken to fill her
territory with emigrants from Europe.
hxtensive arrangements tor this are
already made, and thev will be carried
into effect as soon as the decision of
Texas shall be known. T' ese emi
grants will bring with them European
feelings and European opinions. Emi-
gration from the United States will
cease; at all events,; the people of the
bouthcru States will not run the hazard
of subjecting their slave property to
the control of a population who are
anxious to abolish slavery. Texas will
soon cease to ue an American state.
Her population, her politics, and her
manners, will stamp her as European.
This fact alone will destroy the synv
pathy which now exists between that
country and this. "

" But the first measure of the new
emigrants as soon as they! shall have
sufficient strength, will be to destroy
that great domestic institution upon
which so much ot the prospentv of our
Southern ' country depends. Tu this
England will stimulate them,, and she
will also furnish the means ot accom
plishing it. I have commented upon
this topic in the dispatch to Mr. Everett.
I will only add, that it lexas should
not be attached to the United States,
she cannot maintain that institution ten
years, and probably not half that time."

lhe treaty was concluded; audi
have but one extract more to read.
which is the reason assigned to the
Mexican Government, by Mr. Calhoun,
who had succeeded as becretary of
btate, tor the action of this Govern-
ment. It is dated April 19, 1844:

" In making the fact known to the
Mexican Government, the President
enjoins it to you to give it, in the first
place, the strongest assurance that, m
adopting this measure, our Government
is actuated by no feelings of disrespect
or indifference to the honor or dignity
of Mexico and that it wonld be a nx

ject of great regret if it should be oth
erwise regarded by its Government.
And in the next place, that the step
was forced on the Government of the
United States, in self-defens- in conse-
quence of the policy adopted bv Great
nritam in reference lo the abolition of
Slavery in Texas. It was iinposnible
for the United States to witness with
indifference the efforts of Great Britain
to abolish slavery there. They could
not but see that she had the means in
her power, in the actual condition of
Texas, to accomplish the. object of her
policy, unless prevented by the most
efficient measures: and that, if accom
plished, it would lead to a state of
thuigs dangerous in the extreme to the
adjacent . States, and the Union itself.
beeing this, this Government has been
compelled, by the necessity of the
case, and a regard to its constitutional
obligations, to take the step it has, as
the only certain and effectual means of
preventing it. It has taken it in full
view of all possible conseqnenceR, but
not without a desire and hope that a
full and fair disclosure of the cause
which induced it to do so wonld pre-

vent the disturbance of the harmony
subsisting between the two countries,
which the United States is anxious to
preserve." "

. Mr. President, the war which Mexi-
co had taken the precaution to assure
our Government would be the conse-
quence of the annexation, followed im-
mediately; and an appeal: was made
to the patriotism of the northern De-
mocracy to stand by the flag of the
country. This call was promptly re-
sponded to; but the outraged Democ-
racy of the North, now fully conscious
of ulterior designs of the slaye power
to extend the . blighting institution
across me continent to the shores of
the 1 acific, with almost entire unanimi
ty determined to plant themselves on
the platform of Jefferson, anc in the
first appropriation which was made by
me popular oranch ot the Government,
they appended to it the Wilraot provi-
so ; which required that in all the ter
ritory to be acquired,' as the result of
mai war, slavery should be forever
pronioited, except for the punishment
of crim. ;

Mr. President Of the noble stand
taken by the people and the Democra-
cy of the North in that crisis, I desire
to make sl record. They were true to
the instincts of freedom, and they
spoke out heartily everywhere ia fa-
vor of the precepts and the examnles
of Jefferson, and. against the spread of
unman bondage. At that time the
Democratic party was in the ascen
dant in nearly all of the free States.
and -- the very name produced a talis-mani- c

effect, because it was believed to
be in the sympathy with the laboring
masses. I begin with the State . of
Michigan, at that time one of the
strongest and most reliable Democratic
States in the Union. In 1847 her Leg
islature resolved : ' i:

"That in the acquisition of any new
territory, whether by purchase, con-
quest or otherwise, we deem it the duty
of the General Government to extend
over the same the ordinance of 1787
with all its rights and privileges, condi
tions and immunities." -

In 1849 the following resolutions, of
fered Hon. E. IL Thompson, were
adopted :

Jtetolved, by Uu Senate and House af Beprt fa--
tivet of the State of Michigan, That we consider
the result of the late war with Mexico in the ac- -
quisition of the Territories of is'ew Mexico and
California as an enduring monument to the honor
of our gallant army, regulars and volunteers, offi
cers and soldiers ; and that we rejoice in tbe pros-
pect of extending over that country the beoeficient
taws and institutions of a free people."

" Jiesoltea, I bat we are in favor or tbe funda-
mental principles of the ordinance of 1787 ; and
although we respect the opinions of many emi-
nent statesmen and jurists, that slaverr is a mere
local institution, which cannot exist without posi-
tive laws authorizing its existence, yet we believe
that Congress has the power, and that it is their du-
ty, to prohibit by legislative enactment the intro-
duction or existence of slavery within any of the
Territories of tbe United States, now or hereafter
to be acquired.

"JietoUed, That our Senators in Congress be in-
structed, and our Representatives requested, to
use all honorable means to accomplish tbe object
expressed in the foregoing resolutions ; and that
the Governor of this State be requested to forward
copies of these resolutions to our Senators and
Representatives in Congress.

In the same year the Democratic
State Convention, which nominated a
Governor and State officers, passed un-
animously the following : t,

" Jtetoloed. That we are opposed to the exten
sion of slavery into the Territories of new Mexico
and California, believing them to be now free in
in the Tirtue of the laws of Mexico, and that its
establishment in either of those Territories ought
to be prevented." .

'

III the year 1847, the Legislature ol
New Hampshire, then largely Demo-
cratic, resolved : :: .'

' V
" That in all territory which shall hereafter be

added to. or acquired by, the United States, where
slavery does not exist at tbe time of such addition
or acquirement, neither slavery or involuntary
servitude, except for the punishment of crime,
whereof the party has been duly convicted, ough
ever to exist, but the Same should ever remain
free : and we are opposed to tbe extension of slave-
ry over any such territory ; and that we also ap-
prove the rote of our Senators and Representa-
tives in Congress in favor of the Wilmot proviso."

In 1848 the Legislature of that State,
which had an overwhelming Democrat
ic majority, resolved as follows:

" i hat we are in favor of the passage
of a law, by Congress forever prohib- -

ltmgslavery in New Mexico, California,
and in all other Territories now ac-

quired or hereafter to be acquired, by
the United btatcs, in which slavery
does . not exist at the time of such ac
quisition."

And in 1849, the New Hampshire
Legislature, still strongly Democratic,
unanimously adopted the following res- -

olulions:
" Eenolved by the Senate and House of Represen-

tative in Gentral Court Convened, That, opposed
to every form of oppression, the people of Ifew
Hampshire have ever viewed with deep reet tbe
existence of slavery in this Union ; that while they
have steadfastly supported all sections in their
constitutional rights, they have not only lamented
its existence as a great social evil but regard it as
fraught with danger to the peace and welfare of
the nation. '

That while we respect the rights of
the slaveholdinz as well as the free portions of the
wr i ii :n: ! it...CI Dion Willie wr ui nvi muini tunacuv Itiai
wrong be done to any member of the glorious
Confederacy to which we belong, we are firmly and
unalterably opposed to the extension of slavery
over any portion of Americas soil now free.

"Sesohed, That, in our opinion. Congress has
the constitutional power to abolish the slave trade
and slavery in the District of Columbia; and that
our Senators be instructed, and our Representa-
tives re requested, to take all constitutional meas- -

tirea to accoinpusn these oojects. ,; . ..
The Democratic State Committee of

New Hampshire,
:

in October 1847,
passed the following resolution : .

"Resolved, That we declare it our solemn con-
viction, as the Democratic party have heretofore
done, that neither slavery nor involuntary servi
tude should hereafter exist in any Territory which
mar be acquired by, or annexed to tne uniiea
vuoa. ni thst wa innron of tbe votes of Our
delegation in Congress in favor of the Wilmot

. 'proviso." t

In the year 1847 resolutions were
passed by the. Legislature of Rhode
Island: ' ' '" v" - I . i U

. "Against the acquisition of Territory,
by conqnest or otherwise, beyond the
present limits of the United States, for
the purpose of establishing therein
slaveholding States, fcc. .;

: By the Legislature of New York:
. " That if any Territory Is hereafter

acquired by the United States 'orviin-nexe- d

thereto, the act by which sncft
territory is acquired or annexed, what- -

1. i ' t" ia . .

an unalterable fundamental article or
provision whereby slavery or involun-
tary servitude, except as a punishment
for crime; shall be forever excluded
from the territory acquired or annexed:"

By the Legislature of New Jersey i
" .at tlie Senators, &c., be reques-

ted to. tfse their best efforts t inra fundamental provision to, or provise
in. any act or' annexation of mv trri.
tory hereafter to be acnuired bv thrf
United States, &c: that slavery r in-
voluntary servitude except as a punish
raent for erime, shall be forever exclu
ded from the territory to be annexed."
. By the Legislature of Pennsylvania'
' Against any measure "whatever, b'j
which territory will accrue to theUnion,
unless as a part of the fundamental law;
upon which any compact and treaty for
this "purpose is based, slavery or in-- ;
voluntary servitude; except for triune;
shall be forever excluded. ,

'
', '"

By the Legislature of Ohio :'. ?'
" For the passage of measures in thai

body, Congress, providing , for the
exclusion of slavery from the Territory
of Oregon, and also : from any other
Territory that now is, or hereafter may'
be, annexed to the United States.",,. .....

p By the Legislature of Vermont: .

"Against the- - admission ' into' th
Federal Union of any new State wbos
constitution tolerates slavery." i i I

' By the Legislature of Connecticut:
" That if any territory shall hereafter,

be acquired by the United States, or!
annexed thereto, the act by which such
territory is acquired or annexed, what- -
ever such act may be, should contain!
an unalterable fundamental article or
provision, whereby slavery or involun-
tary servitude, except as a punishment
for crime, shall be forever excluded
from the territory acquired or annexed.--

And in 1850 the following: .
vy"

" Whereas, The people of Connecticut hare herifri
tofore, through their Senators and Representative
in General Assembly convened, solemnlr and de-
liberate! r avowed their purpose to resist in all con
stitutional and proper ways tbe extension of .slavery
into the national Territories, and the admission of
new slave States into the Federal Union; and alsa
to seek, in a peaceable and constitutional way, the
abolishment of the slave trad and of slavery in
the District of Columbia ; and whereas the impor- -
tant question now before the country touching
these matters makes it desirable that these con-
victions and determinations should be
in tbe most solemn and public manner: Therefore.

"Resolved, That Congress has full constitutional
power to prohibit slavery in tbe Territories of tbe
United (States by legislative enactment, and that it
is the duty of Congress to pass, without anneces--
sxry delay, such 6trict and positive laws as wilt
enectuallv shut out slavery trom every portion ex
these Territories.".

By the Legislature in Massachusetts,
in 1849: ' "

power
irom me aaopuon oi me v;onsutution to tne present
iime; ana iuai it is us auiy 10 exercise me power
for the perpetual exclusion of the institution from
those Territories that are free, and for the extinction
of tbe same in Territories where it exists: V

"Resolved. That when Conirress furnishes gov
ernments for the Territories of California and New
Mexico, it will be its duty to establish therein
fundamental principle ef the ordinance of 1767
upon the subject of slavery to the end that the in
stitution may be perpetually excluded therefronf
beyond every chance and uncertainty." . "

- At a State Convention of the Demo-
cratic party in Massachusetts, com-- f

posed of more than six hundred mem-
bers, in 1849, the following resolutions,
introduced by Hon. B. F. Hallett, then
chairman of the National Democratic
Committee, and of the State Demo
cratic Committee, were adopted unani-- i

mcusly, as appears from, the Boston
Post, the ' organ of the party in Ne

! r 'England: ; -

"Resolved, That we ere opposed to slavery H
every form and color, and in favor of freedom tad
free soil wherever man lives, throughout God's
heritage. ' ' " '

"Resolved, That, by common law and common
sense, as well as by the decision ef the Supreme
Court of the United States, (in Bragg vs. PennsyN
vania, 16 Peters,) "the state of slavery is e mere
municipal regulation, founded npon, and limited to
tbe verge of the territorial law :" that is the limits
of the Mate creating it

"Jtesoivea, inereore, 1 bat as slavery does not
exist by any municipal law in the new Territories,
and Congress has no power to institute it, the local
laws of any State authorizing' slavery, can never
be transported there ; nor can slavery exist there
but by a local law of the Territories, sanctioned by
Congress." .". ...

This, sir, is pretty good Republican
doctrine, coming from high Democratic
authority.

In 1840, the Legislature of Ohio
resolved: :. ; "

' "That the provisions of the Ordi-

nance of Congress of 1787 so far a
the same relates to slavery, should be
extended to any territory that may be
acquired from Mexico', by treaty orf"

otherwise." i: '

In 1849, Illinois resolved: f ; 'f

That our Senators in Congress btf
instructed, and our Kepfesentatirei re
quested, to use all honorable means ia
their own power, to procure the enact'
ment of such laws by Congress for thi
government of the countries and terri
lories of. the United States, acquired
by the treaty of peace, friendship, lim-

its, , and settlement with the Republic
of Mexico, concluded February 2. A.
D. 1848 as shall contain the express
declaration, that there shall be neither
slavery nor involuntary , servitude in
said Territories, otherwise than in the
punishment of crime, whereof the
party shall have beeri duly convicted."

The same year the following was
adopted in W.isionsin : ' ' l

" That our Senators in Congress be.
arid they are hereby instructed, and
our Representatives requested : First,
to oppose ; the passage of any act for
the government of New. Mexico and
California, or any other Territory now
belonging to thY United States, or
which may liereafter be acquired, nn
less it shall contain a provision forever
prohibiting the introduction of slavery
or involuntary servitude into said Ter.
ritories, except as a punishment for
crimes j seeond, to oppose the admis-
sion of any mort slave Statet izis&r
!derai .Uaioa-- '


